
Chapter 1	

What Do Schoolteachers and Sumo 
Wrestlers Have in Common?

!
!
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Short Answer Questions: 
1. Briefly describe what we mean by the word “incentive” as it is used in economic analysis. Give 
examples to illustrate your answer.	


2.  Why did some Chicago public school teachers cheat to increase their students’ test scores?	


Conventional Wisdom Practice:  
Identify a bit of questionable. “conventional wisdom.” Question it. Find reputable evidence and/or 
test it (be safe!).  Summarize your findings, citing your sources MLA-style. Present your findings 
next time.	


!
  

Short Answer Questions: 

1. How did the exposure of the Ku Klux Klan’s secrets significantly diminish the Klan’s presence 
and influence in society?	


2. Briefly evaluate the following statement indicating whether you agree or disagree with the 
statement and why. “How a seller (or real estate agent) describes a house that is on the market is 
unimportant. Once the prospective buyers sees the house, they will make up their minds, 
regardless of what was written or said.”	


3. Short of outright lying, how can an ordinary person abuse information? Give an example.	


!
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Short Answer Questions: 

1. Define the term “conventional wisdom.” Use examples to illustrate your answer.	


2. According to Levitt and Dubner, the organizational structure of the Black Gangster Disciple 
Nation is extremely similar to that of McDonald’s. Describe the relevant similarities between the 
two organizations and explain how the organizational structure affects the incentives workers at 
the lower levels face.	


3. Graphically illustrate the effect the introduction of crack cocaine had on the market for the 
type of high offered by cocaine and similar drugs.  

	
 	
 	
 AP Language                                                                                                                                              

Chapter 2	

How Is the Ku Klux Klan Like a Group of 
Real-Estate Agents?

Chapter 3	

Why Do Drug Dealers Still Live with Their 
Moms?
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Chapter 4	

Where Have All the Criminals Gone?

!
!
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Short Answer Questions: 

1. Explain, using basic economic concepts,  the authors’ reasoning behind their conclusion that 
capital punishment has not had a measurable effect on the amount of crime in the United States.	


2. Explain how gun control laws, e.g., the Brady Act, affect the equilibrium in the black market for 
guns.	


3. Describe the study by Donahue and Levitt which examines the link between the legalization of 
abortion and the decline in crime rates that began to appear roughly 18 years later. In particular, 
does their study provide a viable explanation for the decline in crime rates that occurred in the 
1990s? Is their conclusion based on correlation or causation [check your language terms handout], 
and how does this affect the strength of that conclusion?	


!
Short Answer Questions: 

1. Why do parenting experts tend not to give objective, multi-sided advice to parents?	


2. Briefly explain the meaning of Sandman’s equation: Risk = hazard + outrage. What does it say 
about the relationship between the perceived risk and the actual risk of many events?	


3. Explain the difference between correlation and causation.	


4. Considering only the measurement of a child’s performance on standardized tests, which is 
statistically more important: what a parent does for a child or what the parent is?	


!
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Short Answer Questions: 

1. Is a person’s name likely to be an indicator of that person’s success in later life?	


2. What are parents signaling when they choose a name for their child?	


3. Evaluate this statement; “The name a parent gives his or her child will have a significant effect on 
the child’s success. After all, the data show that certain names are associated with increased 
income.”	


4. According to the data in Freakonomics, what happens over time to the names of children who 
grow up to be successful?
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Chapter 5	

What Makes a Perfect Parent?

Chapter 6	

Perfect Parenting, Part II; or:  
Would a Roshanda by Any Other Name 
Smell as Sweet?	



